REMARKS 



By the foregoing Amendment, Claims 1-12, 19, 20 and 24 have been amended. 
Claims 1-25 remain pending. Favorable reconsideration of the application is respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 1-21 and 23-25 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) on the grounds of 
anticipation by Chesley et al. (U.S. Patent Publication 2003/0023274). Referring to 
Chesley et al. paragraph [0020] and Figs. 1 and 2, Chesley et al. discloses an automated 
external defibrillator (AED) with a casing 12 housing defibrillator electronics, with an 
electrode package 16, including a peel-away cover 50 of foil or plastic film with a tab 52, 
mounted to the exterior of the casing 12. The electrode package is held in place on the 
exterior of the casing by hooks 60, shown in Figs. 5 and 6 of Chesley et al, extending 
through openings 30 in a tray portion 24 of the electrode package. Electrode cables 44 of 
the electrodes 40 are connected to the AED electronics by a connector 36. While the 
peel-away cover of Chesley et al. hermetically seals the receptacle portion 28 of the 
package that contains electrodes 40 to protect the conductive gel of the electrodes from 
drying out, the electrode package 16 itself is exposed and unprotected on the exterior of 
the casing of the AED. 

In contrast, in the present invention, the electrode pad portion of said electrode pad 
assembly is received in and protected within a slot defined in the AED enclosure, leaving 
a tab portion extending outside the slot. As is pointed out in the specification at page 5, 
lines 8-12, the exposed tab portion of the electrode pad portion allows for the visibility of 
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critical pad information, such as the expiration date, and allows for easy access of the 
electrode pads during use. As is further explained at page 6, lines 1 1-13, the exposed tab 
64 provides for easy gripping of the package during removal of the electrode pad 
assembly from the slot. While the placement of the primary electrode packaging of 
Chesley et al. on the exterior of the casing makes the pull tab and cover accessible, the 
electrode packaging itself is not protected by the casing, and indeed, in paragraph [0037] 
Chesley et al. raises the possibility that the primary electrode packaging can become 
damaged. 

The Examiner referred to a second electrode package 22, which is identical to the 
first electrode package 16 in form and content, stowed in a compartment or slot 20 of the 
casing 12, which would protect second electrode package 22, but as is explained in 
Chesley et al. in paragraph [0037], the second electrode package 22 must be extracted 
from the slot and loaded on the exterior of the casing and connected before it can be used. 
The second electrode package 22 also must be extracted from the slot in order to view 
information on the cover of the second electrode package 22, so that the second electrode 
package 22 in the slot 20 is not actually ready for use, and indeed it may not be apparent 
that the second electrode package 22 has reached its expiration date until second 
electrode package 22 is extracted for use, possibly in an emergency situation in replacing 
a damaged primary electrode package. 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite "the electrode pad assembly including a cable 
and a connector at the end of the cable connected to the defibrillator electronics, and said 
electrode pad portion of said electrode pad assembly being received in said slot, leaving 
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said tab portion extending outside of said slot." Claim 7 similarly has been amended to 
recite "the electrode pad assembly including a cable and a connector at the end of the 
cable connected to the defibrillator electronics, the slot sized to receive said electrode pad 
portion of the electrode pad assembly, and said electrode pad portion of said electrode 
pad assembly being received in said slot, leaving said tab portion extending outside of 
said slot." Claim 12 similarly has been amended to recite "an electrical connector at the 
end of the cable connected to the electrical circuitry, said package including an electrode 
pad portion and a tab portion, the enclosure including an exterior slot sized to receive 
said electrode pad portion of the electrode pad assembly, and said electrode pad portion 
of said electrode pad assembly being received in said slot, leaving said tab portion 
extending outside of said slot." Claim 19 similarly has been amended to recite "said 
electrode assembly including a package containing electrode pads electrically connected 
to said electrical circuitry, the package including an electrode pad portion and a tab 
portion, said slot sized to receive said electrode pad portion of the electrode pad 
assembly, said electrode pad portion of said electrode pad assembly being received in 
said slot, leaving said tab portion extending outside of said slot." Claim 20 similarly has 
been amended to recite "at least one accessory disposed within said slot, said at least one 
accessory connected to the electrical circuitry, said at least one accessory including a 
main body portion and a tab portion, said slot being sized to receive said main body 
portion of the at least one accessory, and said main body portion of said at least one 
accessory being received in said slot, leaving said tab portion extending outside of said 
slot." Claim 24 similarly has been amended to recite "a pair of electrode pads connected 
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to the defibrillator electronics; and a packaging for the electrode pads disposed in said 
slot and having a profile configured to receive and enclose the electrode pads, the 
packaging including an electrode pad portion and a tab portion, the profile further 
configured to facilitate insertion of said electrode pad portion of the packaging for the 
electrode pads into the slot, said electrode pad portion of said packaging for the electrode 
pads being received in said slot, leaving said tab portion extending outside of said slot." 

In Chesley et al., the first electrode package is electrically connected to the AED, 
but it is not protected in a slot of the AED; and the second electrode package is placed in 
a slot, but the cover and tab are hidden in the slot and the second electrode package is not 
electrically connected to the AED. It is therefore respectfully submitted that the present 
invention patentably distinguishes Chesley et al., and that the rejection of Claims 1-21 
and 23-25 on the grounds of anticipation by Chesley et al. should be withdrawn. 

Claim 22 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) on the grounds of obviousness 
from Chesley et al. in view of Barkley et al., which was cited as disclosing a removable 
battery pack. Claim 22 depends from claim 20, and it is respectfully submitted that 
Claim 20 as amended patentably distinguishes the combination of Chesley et al. and 
Barkley et al, for the reasons discussed above. It is therefore respectfully submitted that 
the rejection of Claim 22 on the grounds of obviousness from Chesley et al. in view of 
Barkley et al. should be withdrawn. 

The Examiner objected to Claim 7 on the grounds that is was unclear whether 
Claim 7 was an independent claim or a dependant claim, in that the Examiner felt that the 
recitation "in combination" indicated that Claim 7 might be a dependent claim. The 
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Examiner's attention is directed to 35 CFR § 1.75(c), which provides that claims may be 
presented in dependent form, referring back to and further limiting another claim or 
claims in the same application. Claim 7 does not refer to or further limit another claim, 
so that the Examiner's objection is not clear. The preamble of Claim 7 has been amended 
to recite "In combination, an electrode pad assembly and an enclosure for housing 
defibrillator electronics and carrying the electrode pad assembly for use with the 
electronics," in order to more clearly relate to a combination. It is believed that the 
objection to Claim 7 can now be withdrawn. 

In light of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that 
the application should now be in condition for allowance, and an early favorable action in 
this regard is respectfully requested. The Commissioner is authorized to charge any 
deficiencies or fees in connection with this amendment to Deposit Account No. 06-2425. 

Respectfully submitted, 
FUL WIDER PATTON LLP 

By: / James W. Paul / 
James W. Paul 
Reg. No. 29,967 

JWP/eab 

Howard Hughes Center 
6060 Center Drive, Tenth Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 
Telephone: (310) 824-5555 
Facsimile: (310) 824-9696 
Customer No. 24201 
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